
Art Class – Atelier Arts 

Your 5-week Art sessions at Atelier Arts, with artist Beverley 

This term we are exploring drawing using reference material to complete a series of artwork using a 

variety of techniques. 

 

What will I be doing? 

Over the 5 sessions we will explore different ways of drawing, developing observation, confidence, tone, 

texture and expressive mark-making while experimenting with a variety of materials. 

 

Week / dates Session info 

     Week 1 

       15th September  

        NB- No class 22nd September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing is Looking – Looking at Looking! 

This session is all about observation. We will explore the idea that drawing 

begins with really looking — noticing shapes, proportions, spaces and details 

rather than simply drawing what we think an object looks like. 

What we are doing 

• Warm-up drawing exercises 

• Observation exercises 

• Looking closely at shape, proportion and negative space 

 

• You will need 

• 2B pencil or another soft-lead pencil 

• Sketching paper 

• Rubber 

• ZOOM: a plant or vase of flowers 

     Week 2 

       29th September 

Tone & Texture 

We will recap tonal scales and explore how pencil pressure can change the 

strength of the mark. We will also look closely at surfaces  

and how to create convincing textures. 

What we are doing 



• Recapping tonal scales 

• Exploring pressure control 

• Looking closely at texture 

• Creating the appearance of real surfaces 

You will need 

• 2B pencils 

• Sketch paper 

• A variety of textured surfaces — for example fabric, fur, rock, a leaf or 

anything else with an interesting texture 

      Week 3 

        6th October 

Bold & Expressive! 

We will move onto coloured paper and explore the drama created by working 

with light and dark. Charcoal and white chalk will help us create bold, 

expressive drawings. 

What we are doing 

• Looking at light and dark 

• Working on coloured paper 

• Exploring charcoal marks 

• Using white chalk for highlights 

• Creating strong contrast 

You will need 

• Coloured paper — ZOOM learners will need some form of coloured paper 

own; studio artists I have some in the studio 

• Willow charcoal / charcoal pencil (optional) 

• White chalk, or pastel 

• A pale object to draw from — simple or as complicated as you like, your 

choice 

      Week 4 

        13th October 

Drawing Like an Artist – John Piper 

We will look at the work of John Piper and explore how he used line, shape, 

colour and architectural details to create expressive drawings. We will take 

inspiration from his artwork. 

What we are doing 

• Looking at John Piper's work 

• Exploring expressive line 

• Using fine liners and ink 

• Experimenting with a wood stick or dipping pen 

• Adding washes of watercolour 

• Developing a building drawing from a photograph 



You will need 

• Fine liners 

• Ink 

• A wood stick or dipping pen 

• Watercolour paints 

• A photo of a building with interesting windows, pillars or other  

architectural details 

• STUDIO NOTE: I have wood sticks and watercolour paints  

      Week 5 

        20th October 

Drawing on a Different Surface 

This week we will think about how the surface we draw on can become part of 

the artwork. We will choose a surface that connects with the subject. 

What we are doing 

• Drawing onto unusual surfaces 

• Choosing a surface to complement the subject 

• Considering existing words, images, lines and marks as part of  

the drawing 

• Experimenting with subject and surface 

You will need 

• A surface to draw on — for example an old map or book page 

• Your preferred drawing medium — pen, fine liner or ink 

• Think about making the surface relevant to your subject — for example, if 

you are drawing on an old map of Sabden, you might draw the  

landscape or a witch! 

Come ready to experiment, make marks and have fun! There is no need 

for your drawings to be perfect — the aim is to look, explore and discover. 


